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England was undoubtedly an act of courage. He arrived
with his wife at Newhaven on the ist June, 1902, and was
forthwith arrested. Sir Edward Carson led for the prosecu-
tion in the very lengthy proceedings in the Police Court, and
once more found himself against a prisoner who was also a
Nationalist member of Parliament. There followed remand
after remand in order that witnesses and evidence might be
brought from South Africa. It appeared that Arthur Lynch
had gone to South Africa in the capacity of war correspon-
dent to the Journal^ which, like every7 other leading French
newspaper, was taking a line adverse to Great Britain. It is
possible that he did not contemplate any other action than
the sending of anti-British despatches to the French Press,
until he came under the sway of the magnetic personality
of General Botha. Under his influence it appears that in
January 1900 he made application for naturalisation as a
"burgher" of the Transvaal, expressing at the same time his
willingness to bear arms against Great Britain. For the Re-
public had, in order to enlist as many as possible in their
army, relaxed the stringency of the conditions as to the ad-
mission of newcomers as " burghers,53 which had been the
root cause of South African disturbance. Under these new
regulations Lynch became a naturalised Boer, and proceeded
for some time to command a small force composed of many
nationalities, known as the " Irish Brigade." Men who had
conscripted to serve in this brigade came to England and
identified him, and one in particular gave evidence of
Colonel Lynch commanding, and firing against British
troops at Sunday's River Bridge in Natal. Evidence also
was available of a <c call to arms " which he had issued to
Irishmen. There was, however, still more damaging evidence
from an American citizen, a Mr. G. A. Gregg, who had
bicycled out as a sightseer to the Boer lines at Vereeniging.
They were arrested as spies and interrogated before a Boer
officer by Lynch. Gregg said to him, " So you are Captain
Lynch." " Colonel Lynch," replied that officer, later observ-
ing to the Boer commandant, " I want to show you these
men are British spies and ought to be shot." Lynch strongly
denied that he had acted in any capacity but that of an
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